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 As we gather before the service begins,  
we encourage people to use the time as a centering for prayer and meditation.  

 

We also ask you to silence your phones. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prelude                                               Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word                                            J.G. Walther  

                                         Trish Rooney, Organist     
 

Processional  Hymn                           O day of radiant gladness                                                   Hymn #48 
 

(stand as you are able)                                      

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

The Collect for Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Gloria in Excelsis   
 

People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One,  
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ,  
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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 (standing) 

Collect for The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 

 O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 

 know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully 
 to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Lessons 
 

Old Testament 
A Reading from Genesis                                                                                                Genesis 25:19-34 
 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty 

years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 
Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, 
and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her,  
 

 “Two nations are in your womb, 
  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
 the one shall be stronger than the other, 
  the elder shall serve the younger.” 
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body 
like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s 
heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  
 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in 
tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to  
Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, 
“First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, 
“Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:105-112    
 

105 Your word is a lantern / to my feet * 
and a / light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and / am determined * 
to / keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am / deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life O LORD, ac-/cording to your word. 

108 Accept O LORD the willing tribute / of my lips, * 
-/and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always / in my hand, * 
yet I do / not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a / trap for me, * 
but I have not / strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheri-/tance for ever; * 
truly they / are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to ful-/fill your statutes * 
for / ever and to the end. 

 

Epistle  
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans                                                                 Romans 8:1-11 
 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin 
in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God.  
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 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead  
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                                 Blessed Jesus, at thy word                                                   Hymn #440 
 

(stand as you are able)  

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                  Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
                   

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went out of  the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 

into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in  
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of  soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
Let anyone with ears listen!”  
 

“Hear then the parable of  the sower. When anyone hears the word of  the kingdom and does not  
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of  the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of  the world and the lure of  wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

(seated)   

Sermon                                                                                            The Reverend Diane Tomlinson 
 

A moment of silence is observed after the sermon       
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 Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 The Prayers of  the People 
 

Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."  
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For this city of Rockford for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, especially Ann, 
Linnea, Patrick, Jan, Naomi, Byron, Alan, Nancy, Bill, Janette, Emily, Ellie, the victims of gun violence, and 
the floods on the East Coast, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For those celebrating birthdays, especially Maryanne Theyerl (07/17) and Doug Rogers (07/22) and for those 
celebrating anniversaries, especially VJ and Stacey LaRosa (07/20), let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, especially Randy, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
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 In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God.  
 

Confession  
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

(you may kneel or be seated) 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We  
 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son  
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
 eternal life. Amen.  
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant:  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:     And also with you.     
 

Offertory Hymn                                     Come, we that love the Lord                                            Hymn #392 
    

Offertory Response  
 

Celebrant:   All things come of  thee O Lord. 
People:     And of  thine own have we given thee.   
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE  

 

(standing)    

Eucharistic Prayer A     
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:               And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People:              We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:              It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to    

                 you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

                 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and   
                 with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the   
                 glory of your Name:   
 

Sanctus       
 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                               
        heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
             Hosanna in the highest. (†) Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
             Hosanna in the highest.  
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 (kneeling or seated) 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we   

                 had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus   
  Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of    
                  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all.  
                

    He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,   
                  a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

                 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took   
                  bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and  
                  said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance  
                  of  me."  
 

                  After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to   
                  them, and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is   
                  shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this   
                  for the remembrance of  me."  
 

                  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
 

Celebrant and People:                 Christ has died. 
                                              Christ is risen. 
                                              Christ will come again. 
Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and   
                  thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your   
                  Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we   
                  may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;  
                  and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the   
                  unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  
                  ever. AMEN. 
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   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:   
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 

A period of silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant:        Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:              Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
Celebrant:       The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

Communion Hymn                                    O Spirit of  Life                                                      Hymn #505 
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 Postcommunion Prayer   
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 

Celebrant and People:   
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
 Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
 strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
 Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing (†) 
 

(standing) 

Recessional Hymn                                    Sing praise to God                                                    Hymn #408 

 

Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
    

Postlude                                                Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word                                            J.G. Walther       
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Announcements 
 
 

 

Book Club is going on hiatus until September. 
 
Fall Confirmation and Reception classes for adults and youth begin October 15. The curriculum 
CnC (Confirm not Conform) will be used. Maryanne Theryel is in charge of the program. Confirm not 
Conform creates spiritual formation programs that provide a safe place for people to ask their questions 
and express their doubts, explore the breadth of Christian tradition, and discover what they truly believe. 
The groups meet weekly for 45-60 minutes on Sunday mornings. If you or someone you know is interested 
please speak with Diane. 
 
The Dining Out Group returns to Fresco at the Gardens on July 27th at 11:30. Make your reservation 
with Mary Nielsen 815-654-8995.  

 
One Table: An Open Air Dining Experience: August 26th 6:00pm to 10:00pm at 515 E. State St. For 
more information go to: https://www.ywcanwil.org/event/one-table-an-open-air-dining-experience/ 

 
There will be a backyard hymn sing at Theresa Sinks home located at 19 Johns Woods Dr. on 
Thursday, July 20th at 4:30 p.m. All choir members, prospective choir members, and those who love to 
sing are invited to join in on the fun. RSVP to Trish Rooney at 815-985-0143 or tearooney@gmail.com. 
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                             Assisting in the Liturgy 
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