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 As we gather before the service begins,  
we encourage people to use the time as a centering for prayer and meditation.  

 

We also ask you to silence your phones. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prelude                                          Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness                  Gustav Merkel (1827-1885)   

                                         Wayne Hatwich, organ     
 

Processional  Hymn                       Immortal, invisible, God only wise                                         Hymn #423 
 

(stand as you are able)                                      

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

The Collect for Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Gloria in Excelsis   
 

People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One,  
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ,  
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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 (standing) 

Collect for The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 

 Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our  

 ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 
 which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the  
 worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Lessons 
 

Old Testament 
A Reading from Genesis                                                                                              Genesis 28:10-19a 
 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in 
you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke 
from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  
 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 139: 1-5, 22-23     
 

1 Lord, you have searched me / out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my / thoughts from afar. 
 

2 You trace my journeys and my /resting-places * 
and are ac-/ quainted with all my ways. 
 

3 Indeed, there is not a / word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, / know it altogether. 
 

4 You press upon me be-/ hind and before * 
and / lay your hand upon me. 
 

5 Such knowledge is too / wonder-ful for me; * 
it is so high that I can-/ not attain to it. 
 
 

22 Search me out, O God, and / know my heart; * 
try me and / know my restless thoughts. 
 

23 Look well whether there be any / wicked-ness in me * 
and lead me in the / way that is everlasting. 
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 Epistle  
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans                                                               Romans 8:12-25 
 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you live  

according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be  
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                                Almighty God, your word is cast                                          Hymn #589 
 

(stand as you are able)  

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew              Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
                   

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of  heaven may be compared to someone who 

sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
And the slaves of  the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of  them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”  
 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of  the weeds of  the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of  Man; 
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of  the kingdom; the weeds are the children of  the 
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of  the age, and the reapers are 
angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of  the age.  
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 The Son of  Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of  his kingdom all causes of  sin and all  
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of  fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of  
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of  their Father. Let anyone with ears  
listen!”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

(seated)   

Sermon                                                                                            The Reverend Diane Tomlinson 
 

A moment of silence is observed after the sermon       
 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People 
 

Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."  
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For this city of Rockford, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the sick and the suffering, especially Ann,  
Linnea, Patrick, Jan, Naomi, Byron, Alan, Nancy, Bill, Janette, Emily, Ellie, the victims of gun violence, 
especially New Zealand, the floods on the East Coast, and the high temperatures on the West Coast, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For those celebrating birthdays, especially Ellen Burgeson (07/24) and Mary Dammann (07/26) and for those 
celebrating anniversaries, especially Mark and Jody Stock (07/26), let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
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 For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, especially Randy and  
Barbara, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

 

In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God.  
 

Confession  
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

(you may kneel or be seated) 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We  
 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son  
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
 eternal life. Amen.  
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant:  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:     And also with you.     
 

Offertory Hymn                               O What their joy and their glory                                            Hymn #623 
    

Offertory Response  
 

Celebrant:   All things come of  thee O Lord. 
People:     And of  thine own have we given thee.   
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE  

 

(standing)    

Eucharistic Prayer A     
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:               And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People:              We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:              It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to    

                 you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

                 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and   
                 with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the   
                 glory of your Name:   
 

Sanctus       
 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                               
        heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
             Hosanna in the highest. (†) Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
             Hosanna in the highest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(kneeling or seated) 
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Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we   

                 had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus   
  Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of    
                  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all.  
                

    He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,   
                  a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

                 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took   
                  bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and  
                  said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance  
                  of  me."  
 

                  After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to   
                  them, and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is   
                  shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this   
                  for the remembrance of  me."  
 

                  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
 

Celebrant and People:                 Christ has died. 
                                              Christ is risen. 
                                              Christ will come again. 
Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and   
                  thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your   
                  Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we   
                  may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;  
                  and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the   
                  unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  
                  ever. AMEN. 
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 And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:   
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 

A period of silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant:        Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:              Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
Celebrant:       The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

Communion Hymn                            For the fruit of  all creation                                                Hymn #424 
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 Postcommunion Prayer   
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 

Celebrant and People:   
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
 Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
 strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
 Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing (†) 
 

(standing) 

Recessional Hymn                                 Light’s abode, celestial                                                   Hymn #621 

 

Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
    

Postlude                                                Prelude in C     BWV545                                                       J. S. Bach 

       
 

                                             

 
 
 
 
 

Note about the cover 
 

Painted around 1973, Jacob's Ladder was stolen from a Tel Aviv gallery, days before it was due to 
be auctioned off. The painting was later found in the mother's storage room after she died.  
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Announcements 
 

Book Club is going on hiatus until September. 

 

The Dining Out Group returns to Fresco at the Gardens on July 27th at 11:30. Make your reservation 
with Mary Nielsen 815-654-8995.  
 

One Table: An Open Air Dining Experience: August 26th 6:00pm to 10:00pm at 515 E. State St. For 
more information go to: https://www.ywcanwil.org/event/one-table-an-open-air-dining-experience/ 
 

Soup Kitchen: Needs volunteers on August 5, 2023. Contact Tammy Lewis to assist at  
815/601-8612. 
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